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Graphical Organizers in Hypertext 
• Graphical organizers (e.g. linear, hierarchical, 
network) are added as navigation aids to 
counteract disorientation 
 
• Learners with low prior knowledge learn best 
when hypertext has a hierarchical graphical 
organizer and/or has a hierarchical structure 
 
 
 
Dynamic versus Static Graphical 
Organizers 
 
• Dynamic organizers - the structure depicted 
in the organizer is different form the structure 
of hypertext as defined by its hyperlinks 
 
• Static organizers – can be a 
depiction/overview of the structure of 
hypertext as defined by its hyperlinks (e.g., 
spatial map for navigation) 
 
• Therefore navigation means something quite 
different depending on which organizer is 
used 
 
The Graphical Organizer 
Dynamic conditions – same content 
nodes 
Content Nodes in Static Conditions: 
 1) restricted,  
2) non-restricted 
Learning Outcomes 
• No significant main effects for dynamic/static or restricted/ non-
restricted 
• Significant interaction: F(1,69) =10,47; p<. 01, ηp2 = .13 
 
 
  
Thank you for your attention!  
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